
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 1
Genesis: Introduction

ESV Study Bible: The English title “Genesis” comes from the Greek translation of the Pentateuch and means “origin,” a 
very apt title because Genesis is all about origins—of the world, of the human race, of sin, and of the Jewish people. 
The Hebrew title is translated “In the Beginning,” using the first phrase in the book.

Traditionally Genesis, like the rest of the Pentateuch, has been ascribed to Moses. The other books of the Pentateuch 
relate Moses’ life and his role in bringing Israel to the borders of Canaan, and parts of these books are expressly said 
to have been written by Moses (e.g., Num. 33:2; Deut. 31:24). Genesis is clearly an introduction to the books that 
follow, so it is natural to suppose that if Moses was responsible for their composition, he must also have been the 
author of Genesis (cf. John 5:46). This understanding of the Pentateuch’s origin was the view of Jews and Christians 
from pre-Christian times until the nineteenth century.  (some have disputed this in more recent decades.)”

So much of the rest of the Bible is related to the stories, characters and themes we will read in the book of Genesis.  In many 
ways, the first book is one of the most important.  And with that we begin with the beginning...

Genesis 1:1-5 - The Beginning → Day 1: Light, Day & Night

v. 2 - “formless and void” - before God created, there was disorder and chaos, and part of God’s creative work is 
bringing order to the creation.  Ancient civilizations who had a “creation story” of their own would often describe 
their deity as one of chaos and disorder, unruly and unpredictable - this was not the case of the God of the Bible.  He 
was (is) the God of order and as we will read on goodness.

The fact that the first thing God creates is light bolsters this point.  Light is very much associated with goodness, 
order and visibility as opposed to evil (darkness), disorder (formless), and confusion (voidness).

v. 5 - one day - Genesis tells us about many foundational things.  Here we learn that the standard measurement of time 
will be in “days” = one evening, one morning.  This pattern will continue throughout the creation narrative.

God created things through speaking them.  God “said” and it was.  What does this say about the Creator God the reader 
first encounters in the first few verses of the Bible?!

Genesis 1:6-8 - Day 2: “Expanse”/Universe/Heavens

From the description given in these verses, there would appear to be a vast expanse of air (and the rest of creation) 
within a larger realm that is filled with water. In other words, the universe you and I live in and observe could 
actually be a “bubble” surrounded by water.  
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Psalm 148:3-5 - Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light! 4 Praise Him, highest heavens, And the 
waters that are above the heavens! 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created.

Genesis 1:9-13 - Day 3: Dry Land, Vegetation

The creation focus now centers on the earth itself (day 1 and 2 focused on more universal and creative order details). 
 God separated the waters into one place and dry land appears.  The separation of water and land is called the earth 
and sea.  He’s not talking about galaxies and planets, he’s talking about the Earth.

It is mind-boggling to consider that there is a vast and massive universe around and beyond us and the focus of the 
Creator is this small planet and the details of its existence.

On this newly created matter called “earth”, “vegetation” will appear.  This is the grass, trees, and other plants.  The 
earth wasn’t going to just be dirt and water, but unique vegetation will thrive.  These plants will reproduce 
themselves (rather than need to be constantly re-created by God) by “yielding seed”.  That’s amazing.

Let’s pause for a moment and consider the beauty of the vegetation of this planet.  Not only do these plants reproduce 
themselves through seed, they possess many colors, sizes and shapes, as well as fragrances and fruits!  God created roses to 
smell good, for palm trees to be flexible, for watermelons to grow with hard outer casing and sweet and bright edible flesh!

Genesis 1:14-19 - Day 4: Sun, Moon & Stars

God creates heavenly lights which will help indicate the division of day and night (something which has already been 
established by God, v. 5).  Continued with his focus on planet earth, there will be a larger light in the sky during the 
daytimes (we call it the sun) and smaller, less bright lights at night (the moon and stars).

Think about how powerful the sun is.  On a cloudy day, there is still abundant light.  The sun gives light, warmth and 
tells us what time it is.

The moon lights up the night so it’s not pitch black (a problem for pre-electricity generations).  It tells us what time 
of the month it is, and regulates tidal conditions on the seas around the world (a detail that this chapter doesn’t tell 
us but was discovered later).

And the stars can be used as navigation aids, tell us about different seasons and provide a nightly canvas to be 
mesmerized by.

Genesis 1:20-25 - Day 5: Creations in the sea, air and land

From this text it appears that God created all of the animals at once.  Answering that age old question “which came 
first, the chicken or the egg?”  According to the Bible, the chicken did, along with every other land and sea dweller 
and the creatures of the sky.

From “great sea monsters” (v. 21) to the smallest winged insect, God created a vast and diverse set of animals.
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He “blessed them” and told them to “be fruitful and multiply.”  This directive from the creator gives animals their 
purpose - they are to thrive and fill the earth with more of themselves.  Animals of all kind, like the vegetation from 
day 3 will repopulate themselves rather than have one lifespan or need to be recreated by their creator.

Let’s think about the diversity of the animal kingdom.  Blue whales are 80-100 feet long and weigh 300,000 lbs.  
Cheetahs can run 65-75 mph in short bursts.  Wandering Albatrosses have been tracked flying over oceans nearly 
10,000 miles before returning to land (that’s like flying non-stop from Texas to Australia).  Macaw birds are bright 
reds, blue and yellows.  Kangaroos carry their children in a special front pouch.  Cows produce milk that comes out of 
their udders.  Chameleons change colors.  Wow.

Why not just make one brown snail?  Because God is amazing and He shows His power and intelligence through the 
remarkable diversity of his creation.  And all of this comes into existence by just the power of His word.

Genesis 1:26-31 - Day 6: Humans

The last thing that God will create in chapter 1 is humans.  Two varieties are mentioned: male and female.  In this 
instance we should recognize that this 6th day of creation is not like the others.  It is special for a number of reasons.

Linguistically we should notice a departure from the pattern we have read so far on days 1-5.  Rather than God speaking in 
a vacuum, He invites us into his throne room and  speaks as a sovereign ruler making a declaration to his heavenly court.

What does it mean to be created in the image of God?  From this section alone it’s not entirely clear.  Does it mean we 
look like what God looks like in appearance?  Does it mean humans reflect “godliness” in our actions/behaviors?  The 
text doesn’t clear this up.  However, we do get some hints from the text.

1 - humans are special.  No other part of creation is spoken of in this way.  The animals aren’t in the image of 
God, nor are the stars and the trees.

2 - humans have authority over the earth (like God does).  Animals were told to be fruitful and multiply, as 
were humans, but humans were also charged to “subdue” and “rule” the earth and its creatures.  Also the 
plants are given to humans for food (thus humans are superior to plants too).  Under God, the humans are given 
dominion over the earth.  In that way, they are like God, or “in his image.”

If we allow Scripture alone to help us understand Scripture, the other times in the Bible where this plural pronoun is 
used by God “let us…” we see Him clearly speaking to “angelic beings” in his heavenly throne room.  (ex: Isaiah 6, 1 
Kings 22:19-23).  Most visions of God’s throne room, he is not alone (ex: Revelation 4-5).  God is the one creating, but 
when it came time to create humans, he makes a royal declaration.  This is very significant.  

As the NASB Study Bible Note says of Genesis 1:26-27: "God speaks as the Creator/king announcing His crowning work to 
the members of His heavenly court”.  What does this say about God’s opinions of humans!

This idea of “dominion” isn’t to imply creation is solely here for our benefit - “we’re in charge, we can do whatever we want!” 
 Instead, the whole of creation belongs to the Creator and we humans are merely stewards of that great work, yes, with an 
authority over it (rather than it having authority over us), but mindful to whom it really all belongs.  We enjoy the fruit of 
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our labor, the beauty of the world around us, the sights, smells and tastes of life, and the end goal should be to say - “wow, 
God, you are so good.” 

With each recognition of the beauty, complexity and wonder of the creation, we echo the Genesis 1, refrain and agree that yes, 
it is “very good!”

The chapter ends with a declaration that all that has been made so far (this will actually end be the end of the creation) is 
not just good, but “very good”.  If there is any doubt as to what God made being right and purposeful and good, it is cleared up 
with these 6 “goods (tov)” and final “very good (tov may-od)”.
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